
 
 
 
 
 
             

April 3, 2021 
 

Dear Church Family and Friends: 

 
Despite our remarkable but brief encounter with snow this week, we can all rejoice that spring has officially arrived! Soon 

the beautiful smell of blooming flowers and pleasant sounds of singing birds will surround us. New life will begin to 

emerge from the fallow ground. Warmer, sun drenched days will soon arrive. What a wonderful time of the year and 
what a beautiful picture of the true meaning of Easter! Jesus' victory over the grave assures all those who have received 

Him the promise of new, abundant, and eternal life. The dark and cold days of winter are past, and the new life and 
warmth of spring has arrived. As our forerunner, Jesus accomplished what we could not, fulfilling God's holy law and 

offering Himself as a perfect and efficacious payment for our sin. His victorious resurrection affirms His deity and 

authority to now forgive all sin and to grant us the hope of glory. As the great hymn proclaims, "Man of Sorrows! what 
a name, for the Son of God, who came. Ruined sinners to reclaim: Hallelujah! What a Savior!" 

 
Although we may think of many things when we consider the meaning and purpose of Easter, I do believe the one 

overriding concept of resurrection and life is most appropriate. As the "first fruits" from the dead (I Cor. 15:20), Christ's 
resurrection assures all those who have trusted Him, their own resurrection and gift of eternal life. This gift 

is described by Peter as "an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven 

for you" (I Pet. 1:4). Through faith in Jesus and His resurrection we have been given reserved, front row tickets, to God's 
heavenly throne! Unlike the temporal nature of the things of this life, our inheritance is eternal and will never fade 

away or end.  
 

And yet unfortunately, we often fail to understand the full meaning and concept of eternal life in Christ Jesus. Not only is 

this gift eternal in duration, it is unequalled in quality. As Paul tells us, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not 
heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him (I Cor. 2:9). This 

gift of heaven, which Christ has secured for us, is unlike anything of this sinful world. The believer will experience new 
sights, sounds, and emotions that are literally out of this world! God will restore to us the original beauty and peace of 

Eden and remove all pain, suffering, and death (Rev. 21:4). He will likewise give us new bodies that will be transformed 

"into conformity with the body of His glory" (Phil. 3:21). But greatest of all we will be given full and complete access 
to Jesus Christ Himself. We will experience perfect communion with our very creator, Savior, and Lord!  

 
Each of these amazing gifts have been secured for us through Jesus' death and resurrection. Without Jesus' victory over 

the grave, we would still be in our sin and be the most pitied of all (I Cor. 15:16-19). The importance of Christ's 
resurrection cannot be understated. It is the very foundation of our faith and distinguishing mark that sets Christianity 

apart from all other faiths and beliefs. Moreover, it is the ultimate sign of our victory in the Victorious One, who defeated 

sin, Satan, and the grave for each of us who have placed our trust in Jesus as our Savior. Our new victory chant in Jesus 
is proclaimed by Paul when he states, "O death, where is your victory?, O death where is your sting? The sting of death is 

sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ'(I Cor. 
15:55-57). It is because of our union in Christ's death and resurrection through faith, that we are 

appropriately described as "More than conquerors" (Rom. 8: 37). Nothing in this life can defeat us or separate us 

from God's love in Jesus Christ. Praise God!  
 

In closing, I want to take this opportunity to wish each of you a very blessed Resurrection Day. I pray that each of you 
might come to more fully understand and appreciate the full impact and meaning of Jesus and His victory over the grave. 

I look forward to our gathering together again this Easter. What a special Easter it will be, as we finally resume our in-
person worship! Hopefully, this will mark a new beginning for each of us and our church, as we once again commit 

ourselves to our Lord and one another as a church family. May the Lord fill all each of you with the joy and hope of His 

return, and our future glory in Him.  
 

May the Lord bless each of you! 
 

Your Servant In Christ, 



Pastor Mark 

 
Living Hope Bible Church 

35 South Main Street 
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“Where hope comes to life,  

and the SON always shines” 
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