
 
 
 
 
 
             

October 17, 2020 

 
Dear Living Hope Family and Friends: 
 

Jesus Christ made many amazing statements which are recorded in the Bible. We are familiar with many of these from 
the popular gospel accounts. But there is a statement that Christ made which is a bit more obscure and nestled away in 

the book of Acts. It is a simple, isolated, and yet a profound statement that was never recorded in the gospels, which the 

Apostle Paul recites in Acts 20:35 as he recounts his ministry to the elders of Ephesus before his departure. Paul states, 
"In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of 

the Lord Jesus, that He himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" This axiomatic statement reminds us of 
a truth that conflicts with our culture's focus on greed, wealth, and comfort. Unfortunately, most of us have been 

preconditioned to place our needs, desires, and personal ambitions in the forefront of our life. This of course is the 
"American Dream" - our national right and privilege to pursue, what we want and what we often believe, “we deserve".  

 

And yet in many of Christ's teachings, He radically turned things upside down and presented a number of paradoxes that 
were counter cultural. This was true when He taught, "the first shall be last, and the last shall be first", or "the greatest 

among you is he who serves", or you are "strong when you are weak". Truly, God's ways are above our ways! In yet 
another paradox, Jesus teaches us that there is greater joy in giving than in getting. In fact, Jesus' life reflected this very 

truth from beginning to end. Matthew tells us, "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give His life a ransom for many" (Mt. 20:28). It is the love of Christ itself that should compel us to give and therein find 
true joy.  

 
I've always tried to remind my children that God blesses us so that we can bless others. As Christ himself taught, "Where 

much is given, much is required". God has blessed each of us with His eternal love and mercy which we will be able to 

enjoy for eternity. Not only should this illicit a spirit of gratitude, it should produce a giving spirit. So, the question I often 
like to challenge myself and others with is simply this: Am I giver or a taker? In other words, is your life about helping 

others or more so about helping yourself?  
 

One of the greatest dangers of being endowed with God's manifold blessings is that we become overly contented and 
take God for granted. Our prosperous and hedonistic, pleasure driven society can create selfishness and a shallowness in 

our lives that blinds us to the needs and interests of others. It saddens me to say that this same mindset can often be 

observed among God's own people in His church. God created His church, or Body, as a place of service. Christ's Body is 
to reflect Christ's gracious service to a watching world that knows little about selfless giving and more about lustful 

taking. You see, God calls us to model His love through sacrificial giving. Christ even said that "by this all men will know 
you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn.13:35).  

 

So then in let me ask each of us; are we a giver or taker? There are many who sacrifice weekly to serve in our church, 
but what about you? Where are you contributing to the ministry of LHBC? As God's team we all need to get in the game! 

Too many of us have become bystanders and gone to the sidelines. There are many needs presently in our church and 
many ways you can contribute. I am in need, and have been for some time, of someone who might take over the 

ministry of our church sign. We also have multiple needs to help with the physical needs of our church, whether it be 
repairs, changing light bulbs, or mowing the lawn. We have needs for our church cleaning ministry, youth group, nursery, 

kitchen ministry, reading Scripture, and greeting - as well as a host of other ministry needs. Moreover, we can all commit 

to pray more and to financially give more.  
 

In closing, it has always been and will continue to be my prayer that LHBC would be known for its love and giving spirit. I 
love each of you and praise God for the special blessing you all are and hope that LHBC has been a blessing in meeting 

some of your needs. But I also pray that you might come to truly believe, "it is more blessed to give, than to receive.", 

and that you might come to know the true blessing of giving yourself in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

May the Lord richly bless you as you continue to seek and serve our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 



Thank you and God bless! 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark 

 
Living Hope Bible Church 

35 South Main Street 

Plains, PA  18705 

O: 570.406-4295 

plainslhbc@gmail.com|www.lhbcpa.org 
 
 

“Where hope comes to life,  

and the SON always shines” 
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