
 
 
 
 
 
             

December 12, 2020 
 

Dear Living Hope Family and Friends: 

 
The Christmas season is now upon us. Although things will be highly unusual this year due to the pandemic, there is 

much we can still celebrate this season. The true joy of Christ's birth can and should be celebrated all year, no matter 

what circumstances we may, or may not face. In fact, the hardships of this year's pandemic in many ways can help us 
more fully appreciate the message of hope that Christ's birth brings to our lives.  

 
Although there are many beautiful messages given in Scripture surrounding the narrative of Jesus' birth, one of the most 

comforting of all is given when Matthew quotes Isaiah's prophecy concerning Christ's virgin birth. "Behold, the virgin shall 

be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, which translated means, 'God with us'" (Mt. 
1:23). To me, the title, "Immanuel", summarizes the Christmas message of hope more than any other in the Bible. It 

reminds us that our God longs to dwell with us. This was illustrated in a more limited way in the Old Testament through 
the institution of the tabernacle and the temple but is fulfilled completely through Christ's indwelling in the life of those 

who trust Jesus Christ as their Savior. The perfect fellowship that Adam and Eve lost in the Garden has thankfully been 
mended in God's gracious gift of His son's incarnation.  You see, the presence of God had been limited and conditioned in 

the Old Testament under the Law. His full presence was limited to certain occasions, certain places, and to certain 

people. But now, in the new covenant instituted through Christ's life, death, and resurrection - a believer can 
experience God's full and permanent presence in their lives through faith.  

 
It is an amazing truth to comprehend the fact that an Almighty and all holy God would want to dwell in and through us, 

and yet this is the wondrous message of Christmas. God came into our sinful world to reconcile us to Himself, so that He 

might dwell with us, and in us!  Consequently, we can now boldly affirm that God will never "leave us or forsake us" 
(Heb. 13:5), and that our God will continue to be our "ever present help in time of trouble" (Ps. 46:1). Moreover, as Paul 

declares, "If God is for us, who can be against us?" (Rom. 8:31), and again, "But in all these things we overwhelmingly 
conquer through Him who loved us" (Rom. 8:37). These tremendous truths are fulfilled in our Immanuel, the God who 

faithfully abides with us!  It is this glorious reality that should resound throughout this Christmas season and all year. And 

it is this phenomenal truth that should comfort us more than any other in our uncertain and turbulent times. In fact, all 
our fears and uncertainties can and should be discarded as we realize this amazing truth of God's continual presence in 

our lives. 
 

In closing then, I want to exhort each of us to stay focused on the true message of Christmas this holiday season; the 
message of the gift of God's loving and powerful presence offered to each of us in His Son Jesus Christ. What greater gift 

could anyone want beyond the assurance of an Almighty God's promise to remain present, to protect and provide our 

every need! It is my prayer that each of us have not only received this gift offered in Jesus' birth, but that we will cherish 
it, affirm it, and share it this holiday season with all our loved ones.  

 
May the truth of "Immanuel", by God's grace, remain central to our lives and celebration this Christmas, and bring us the 

true peace and promise of God's loving and enduring presence with us. 

 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark 

 
Living Hope Bible Church 

35 South Main Street 

Plains, PA  18705 

O: 570.406-4295 

plainslhbc@gmail.com|www.lhbcpa.org 
 

mailto:plainslhbc@gmail.com


 

“Where hope comes to life,  

and the SON always shines” 

 

 

 

 


