
 
 
 
 
 
             

June 5, 2021 
 

Dear Church Family and Friends: 
 

Someone has rightfully said, "we are most like God when we forgive." In fact, one of the distinguishing hallmarks of 
Christianity is the concept of forgiveness. While most religions and cults stress the need to work one's way to heaven, 

Christianity espouses the need to receive God's pardon for sin before one can receive eternal life. Christianity is a grace-

based faith in contrast to a work’s-based system held by all other religions. As Paul himself declared, "For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one 

may boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). Christianity alone answers the "sin problem" by providing forgiveness through Jesus Christ's 
substitutionary sacrifice for our sin. Thankfully, Jesus supplied our greatest need which is forgiveness. 

 

As the Bible affirms our sins have been removed from us "as far as the east is from the west" and have been "thrown into 
the deepest sea". Both our guilt and shame have been removed. As Christ affirmed from the cross, "It is finished!"  This 

Greek phrase can be better translated as, "it has been paid in full!" In other words, our debt of sin that once merited 
death, has been paid in full by our Savior, Jesus Christ. When we receive Christ's forgiveness, we are set free and fully 

redeemed. What an amazing gift! 
 

But what exactly does this great truth mean for us today? Well, not only are we given the free gift of heaven by faith, we 

are given a new focus for our lives. As we have been saved by grace, we are now to live by grace. This means we are to 
depend on God's strength and guidance through His Holy Spirit each day we live. But it also means that we are to extend 

God's grace to those around us. In other words, we are to exhibit patience and forgiveness with our neighbors. 
Jesus often challenged his disciples with this key concept. In one instance, after Peter asked how often we should forgive, 

Christ took Peter's suggestion of "seven", and changed it to, "seventy times seven"(Mt. 18:21-22). Peter, no doubt felt 

very self-righteous in his suggestion as the Law only required an individual to forgive up to three times. Jesus' radical 
teaching, however, was further elaborated in the following parable He gave. Although a servant had been forgiven a huge 

debt by His master, he went to his debtors demanding repayment. When his master found out about this, he summoned 
him and said, "You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not also have had 

mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you (Mt. 18: 32-33)? This is the same question we must 

also ask ourselves.  
 

Paul, likewise, taught this same truth when he said, "Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each 
other, just as God in Christ Jesus has forgiven you" (Eph. 4:32). The basis and extent of our forgiveness is 

predicated by God's forgiveness for us through His Son, Jesus Christ. This is the standard in which each follower of Christ 
is accountable. When we do this, we provide the most vivid testimony of Christ's love and presence in our lives. This 

again is the hallmark of our Christian faith. 

 
Our enemy, however, will do all he can to distort God's grace and forgiveness. He will attempt to plant seeds of anger 

and resentment in our hearts toward others. In fact, this was what he attempted to do in the Corinthian church. After a 
believer within their church had fallen into sexual sin, Paul had admonished the church to confront and discipline him (I 

Cor. 5:1-5). In rendering their discipline however, the church had failed to fully forgive and restore the erring brother 

after his repentance. In confronting the Corinthians for this mishap, he told them they were to forgive him, "so that no 
advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes" (II Cor. 2:11). What we learn from this 

passage and others like it, is that Satan will always attempt to sow a critical, condemning, and unforgiving 
spirit within the hearts of God's people. His desire is to find a foothold in our lives, families, and churches, through a 

self-righteous anger and unforgiving spirit. This is his strategy that many divided relationships, families and churches 
have, unfortunately succumbed to in the past. The casualties of such Christ-less behavior are numerous and the 

testimony of Christ's church has suffered immensely as a result.  

 
In closing then, we must be mindful of the amazing gift of God's forgiveness and how we must responsibly uphold it and 

live it out in our daily relationships. This is not only vital to the health of our friendships, but the very testimony of Christ 



and His church. As I already stated, "we are most like God when we forgive". It is my prayer that each of us might 

continue to "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (II Pet. 3:18).  
 

It is also my prayer that LHBC will remain a shining example of God's grace and forgiveness in the way we 
interact and treat one another.  

 

Praise God and God bless! 
 

Your Servant In Christ, 

Pastor Mark 

 

Living Hope Bible Church 

35 South Main Street 

Plains, PA  18705 

O: 570.406-4295 

plainslhbc@gmail.com|www.lhbcpa.org 
 
 

“Where hope comes to life,  

and the SON always shines” 
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